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Foundation aims
to treat canine cancer

By JACQUELINE CAIN

One July day last
year, Ron Hatin was at
home with his pets, the
retired man’s daily com-
panions. He gave his
10-year-old lab a cookie
bone, one of her favorite
treats. As Emma took it
from his hand, Ron no-
ticed a lump on the side
of her jaw. He called his
wife, Tina, at work to tell
her.

Thirty-two days later,
the Hatinz had to have
their beloved pet eutha-
nized, She was diagnosed
with bone cancer,

Though they raised
the 10-year-old vellow
lab since she was a pup-
py, Ron and Tina Hatin
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Ron and Tina Hatin hang out with their muit, Mama,
at their Milton home on Monday, June 27. The couple
recently founded a non-profit canine cancer foundation.

didn’t wallow in grief. In- “How you direct your
stead, they chose to help pain is important,” Ron
others enduring the same  Hatin said. “We redi-

difficulty. continued on page 4

Emma’s
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rected it in the right direc-
tion.”

In February, six and a
half months after Emma’s
death, Emma’s Founda-
n for Canine Cancer
received a 501(c)(3) tax
exemption status, and the
Hatins are several fun-
draisers into running a
non-profit foundation de-
voted to helping dogs fight
cancer.

Few options, large cost

Last July, the Hatins
had no idea the lump on
smma’s jaw would pro-
foundly change their lives.

Both the Hatins and
their veterinarian thought
it was an abscessed tooth,
so Dr. Nicole van Harrev-
eld at Milton Veterinary
Hospital preseribed an an-
tibiotic.

A week later, nothing
had changed - except the
lump got a little bigger.
The vets performed a bi-
apsy, Tina Hatin said.

“They didn't want to
say the word ‘cancer,’ but
you're pretty much left to
know until they had some
i to the

Ei

July 26, a full week later,
confirming the Hatins'
warst suspicions.

Van Herreveld ex-
plained to the Hatins their
options: Palliative care to
medicate Emma into a
short life expectancy; sur-
gery, which would gain 10
months but leave Emma
without 60 percent of her
jaw; or further treatment
in Boston or Montreal,
costing thousands without
a guarantee of remission.

Overwhelmed, the Ha-
tins sought opinions from
two other area veterinary
specialists; they faxed
Emma’s bloodwork to an
oncologist outside Mon-

The Hatins'vellow lab, Emma, died last year because of an oral bone tumor.
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She is the

namesake of Emma’s Foundation for Canine Cancer, a non-profit organization founded
by Ron and Tina Hatin this year to heip people pay veterinary bills.
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“I wanted so badly to
find an alternative solu-
tion,” Tina Hatin said.
“You kind of get desper-
ate. You want to prove the
vel wrong, you want io
find a cure, you want to do
whatever you can.”

But each specialist
gave the same daunting
diagnosis: Unless they re-
moved Emma’s jaw, which
would severely hamper
her quality of life, extend
it by mere months and set
them back nearly $6.000,
the Hatins' only option
was to make Emma com-
fortable and wait.

Milton Vet treats
about 25 cancer patients
a year (not including the
animals that are palli-
ated like Emma), most
commonly for canine lym-
phoma, which responds
well to chemotherapy, van
Herreveld said.

Osteosarcoma,  Em-
ma’s type of bone cancer,
does not. The cancer cells
in Emma's tumor regener-
ated 10 times faster than
human cancer cell

Like most pet own-
ers, the Ha didn't
have insurance for Emma.
Though they could afford
they aceepted
that spending money on
treatment wouldn't make
a difference.

The Hatins met oth-

ers who went to lengths
to treat their pets — one
man’s wife gave up some
of her own medications to
afford their dog's treat-
ment.

“[The dog] was like a
kid to them,” Ron Hatin
. “That was hard to

ar.

“We realized the dol-
lar amount shouldnt be
the reason you have to
put your animal down,” he
continued, but sometimes,
“Your choice is putting
your dog to sleep. That's
a hard thing to deal with.
We wanted to make a dif-
ference because of Emma.”
wife agreed: “The
compassion for the love of
Emma just drove us to it,”
she said.

Van Herreveld vis-
ited the Hatins' Riverside
Drive home on August 19,
2010, to euthanize their
dog.

Emma’s friendly d
position and eager curios
ity prevailed, despite the
baseball-sized tumor that
had engulfed her back
teeth and prevented her
from eating or drinking
anything — including her
pain medicine — for the
past 24 hours.
‘We were sitting on the
deck and heard the knock
at the door at 4 o'clock,
and Emma came running
through the house, her
tail going, just as happy as
she could be that we had
i id, with

es. “Dogs do
not show their pain and
distress. For that reason,
it was much harder.”

Wanting to do more

The months before
and after Emma’s death,
Tina Hatin spent a lot of
time researching canine
cancer online. She found
blogs and Facebook pages
for pet cancer research,
but she wanted to do more.

Emma’s  Foundation
for Canine Cancer would
be different: Instead of
earmarking money for re-
search, the Hatins wanted
to help people pay medi-
cal bills directly. Research

doesn't necessarily help
the pet owner whose dog
had a 86,000 chance at re-
mission, the Hatins said.

“If your pet isn't in
a study program, then
you fall between the
cracks,” Ron Hatin said.
“We're trying to fill those
cracks so people don't fall
through.”

So the Hatins start-
ed fundraising. Much of
it initially went toward
printing letterhead and
brochures and building
a website, www.emmas-
foundationforcaninecan-
cerorg. The rest of the
money will go to people
who need help buying
medicine or paying for
surgery, they said

The Hatins haven't
put a cap on their fun-
draising goal, and they
won't.

“We want as much
help as we can possibly
get. The need is huge”
Ron Hatin said.

According to the Na-
tional  Canine
Foundation, canine e:
affects one in three do
As veterinary medicine
improves, dogs live lon-
ger, and older dogs are at
higher risk for cancer, van
Herreveld said.  Milton
Vet euthanizes an average
of three cancer patients a
week, she said.

These statistics will
drive the Hatins to make
a difference, they said.
Their vet thinks the foun-
dation will have a positive
influence

“Emma’s Foundation
can be at least a partial
support,” van Herreveld
said. “A lot of these families
ean match the funds, or put
something toward it.”

Emma's  Foundation
has helped the Hatins
through a lot of grief, and
their new mutt, Mama, has
helped the rest of the way.

The Hatins adopted
Mama one month after
Emma died.

“I came home one day,
and I said, ‘The house is
too empty; I can't take it,”
Ron Hatin said.

“We  talked with
Emma as much as Ron
and [ talked to one anoth-
er,” Tina agreed, laughing.

The Hatins adopted
Mama from a Huntington
shelter, where a mother
dog and her nine puppies
all needed a home.

“We got down there,
and the puppies were just
so adorable,” Tina Ha-
tin said, but the puppies’
mother, all scraggly and
underweight, took imme-
diately to Ron.

“We both agreed the
puppies would get adopted
out, but who was going
to take her?” Tina Hatin
said.

Ron Hatin said, “She's
helped a lot.

“It's almost like she
has an innate ability to
know we needed her,”
Tina Hatin added. “We
joke a little bit, but we
thin s
nated.”






